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About the work:

In this past year, I have made a promise to myself to really get to know the performers I collaborate with
— not just as extraordinary musicians, but also as extraordinary human beings. Let the record show, that
the members of Roomful of Teeth are in fact extraordinary. The libretto is comprised of interviews with
each of the members of Teeth. Conversations included everything from individual backgrounds, to
thoughtful sentiments for their colleagues, and personal reflections. It’s my humble hope that this piece is
not only an exercise for the members of Teeth to internalize their bandmates’ words, but for the audience
to get to know these beautiful people as well.

Mustard Sweatshirts Are Forever was commissioned for the 2018/2019 ACF CONNECT, a program of
the American Composers Forum. Written for and premiered by Roomful of Teeth to celebrate their tenth
anniversary. (Happy anniversary, Teeth!)

Duration: Approximately 9.5 minutes
Contact: mary@marykouyoumdjian.com
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7 Speak naturally and repeat, get faster > As fast as possible. Shouting!
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I like to be quiet, I like to be quiet, I like to be quiet, I like to be quiet, I like to be quiet, I like to be quiet,
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U | | | g |
CB | | | | | |
\
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...showing up... night, after night, after night, after night, after night,
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They don't know... They don't know how sad I can get.
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of my child's life... And so... my entire life is yours.
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Speak naturally
(BRI | | | e 0 E e W
My en-ti-re life is yours. -..and you deserve more. You de-serve Dbet- ter.
D’ A
Y AW I I I I I P I I
[ fanY I [ I I I I & I I
SV | | | | | | | | |
e y o o~ - 7K y o 24
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[inhale] (Mm)my life... ~ [inhale] (Mm) my
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[inhale] (Mm) my life.. [inhale]  (Mm)my life...
D’ A | | | | | | |
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my life... [inhale] (foymy life...
breathy
44
O e eve re de o o
My en-ti-re life is yours. You de-serve bet-ter.
breathy
pp _
<~ ¥ ¥ - - - -
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My en-ti-re life is yours. You de-serve bet-ter.
breathy
pp
o > » o
F=— =1 - - - —— =
7 I—e—=¢ 7 S
My en-ti-re life is yours. You de-serve bet-ter.
breathy
pp
- e e o - o o
) o e e e e e e e e - - - = ——— Y
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My en-ti-re life is yours. You de-serve bet-ter.
mf
\

My en-ti-re life is yours. You de-serve bet- ter.
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Ba-by's check-in' in.

Be cause you

are wor-thy.

278
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So,... Ba-by's check-in' in.  Because you are wor-thy. Because "I love you'":
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b’ A
Y AW I I I I = I I I I I
D—— ] | = F — | | ]
o @ & o [ 4 y y o & (7 [ 4 &
N S — — S — ——
v .
life... [inhale] (Mm)my life...
b 4 —
Y At | | 52 | | | |
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SV I I I I I I I I
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[inhale] (Mm) my life.
b’ A | | | 1 | |
y AW = I I — I I I 2929 I I
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[inhale]  (\myny life... {inhale] (Mm) my
mf
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Ba-by's check-in' in. You are wor-thy. "I love you":
| mf | |
7 - - 2@ o @ o5 ¥ P —— S ————  n—
[ fanY I | | I PN PN I /1 I I PN PN PN /| I I
SV — — | A < T P — < < < 1 | —
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Ba-by's check-in' in. You are wor- thy. "I love you":
mf
> ® ® o - > o o - -
- - — I —— P a— < % — — y Z—; % |
7 S e — —=
Ba-by's check-in' in. You are wor-thy. "I love you":
mf
- ®» o - - o - - e o
°): - - — | L 2 j < — g g ?\ < % ]
Ba-by's check-in' in. You are wor- thy. "I love you":
\

Because "I love you":
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that's why. Because "Fuck. you": that's why. Because you're the longest relationship I've ever had.
0
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(Mm)my life...
0
b 4 y y
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(Mm) my life... Mm
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life... (Mm) my life...
o) pp
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GEESEESSE==S S S Ss==.
~—— [ X
that's why. "Fuck_ you": that's why.
A pp
A < < ¥ 7 2 < . ® > < & - = = =
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that's why. "Fuck_ you": that's why.
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that's why. "Fuck_ you": that's why.
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S SO
- ® s peo o
)y——= < 73 73 < | = ¥ - - - -
e e e S S
that's why. "Fuck_ you": that's why.
N ~— ~——— - - 4|—-—|—-—|

that's why. Because

"Fuck. you™:

that's why.
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