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As a first generation Armenian—American, the idea of returning to my ancestral homeland
had been engrained in me since childhood, so when I took my first trip to Armenia in 2012,
my expectations were extraordinary. My homecoming experience was everything I was told
it would be — emotional, strengthening, a feeling of immense connection to the beautiful
land and the generously warm people. It was also sobering — harshly exposing the current
economic state of Armenia’s citizens, the younger generation’s mass migration to escape
extreme poverty and limited opportunity, political corruption, and the lingering remains of
the Soviet influence on a nation that only recently gained independence. I gazed upon Mt.
Ararat, an adopted symbol of the country, now behind Turkish borders, and felt the weight
of the Armenian Genocide on this small country, now almost 100 years later.

Understanding my culture and family history is a common exploration in much of my work.
This Should Feel Like Home is a follow—up to my 2004 piece Odaraganeen Sharagan
[Stranger's Song], which related my own feelings of detachment from my Armenian heritage
to the detachment of the Armenian diaspora from their homeland as a result of the
Genocide. This Should Feel Like Home comments on similar ideas with a new perspective,
now nine years later.

The electronic track integrates field recordings I had taken on this trip, from conversations
with the locals to folk music to environment.

[In connected movements]

i. Eyes on Ararat

ii. Soviet Shadows

iii. They Come to Drink and Pray
iv. The Ground Beneath

V. Removed from Yerevan

vi. This Small Tribe

vii. Mer Hayrenik (Our Fatherland)

Samples in Order: duduk lesson in Vernisage marketplace; marching band in Republic Square; announcer at the
State Symbols celebration; drinking holy water at Gerard; thunderstorm at Noravank while exploring its graves; tourists
throwing wishing rocks at Gerard; church bells, service, and choir at Etchmiadzin; phone conversation with a new friend
from Yerevan; tour of Tsitsemakaberd/The Armenian Genocide Museum and Memorial; folk players; villager singing
“Hayastan (Armenia)” at Lake Sevan; the National Anthem

dedicated to my family



Performance Notes

Electronics: There is a stereo back track that is to be played to the audience and separate click
track that is to be lined to the conductor’s headphones (44.1khz). Both tracks share the same
starting point, but the click is inaudible until m. 28. In the click, bells ring on rehearsal letters, with
a roll one measure before. Time codes have been provided for both rehearsal letters and two
measures preceding for assistance in rehearsals. In performance, the electronic track should be
mixed slightly under, but almost equal, to the ensemble. Live processing notes have been provided
on the bottom of the score.

Ensemble: Play like folk instrumentalists, grittily and digging in. Be physical. Be emotional (this
piece is for a culture that lost almost everything to genocide). Regarding mov. vi, be ugly, ferocious,
push beyond your instrument’s limitations, welcoming scratching, screeches, and percussive
mishaps. If an excerpt of your part is marked with “primary,” please bring that material into the
foreground.

List of Percussion:

Perc. 1: vibraphone
*shared with perc. 2
glockenspiel
cymbal (unsuspended)
32” timpani
doumbek
kick drum
orchestral bass drum

Perc. 2: accordion
snare
celesta
marimba
two cymbals (suspended)
vibraphone
*shared with perc. 1

Duration: 20°13”






This Should Feel Like Home

This work was commissioned by Carnegie Hall's Weill Music Institute.
The world premiere was given by Hotel Elefant in Zankel Hall,
Carnegie Hall, New York City on November 20, 2013

Mary KOUYOUMDIJIAN
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can be airy, just make sure to be loud
even if you occassionally run out of

breath, should sound "tiring
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